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Dear Editor,

The misuse of antibiotics and its consequence of Antimicro-
bial Resistance (AMR) are critical for health systems in low-
and middle-income countries, where health resources are
scarce, and inequalities in access to diagnostic and therapeu-
tic options are even greater.! A study in 9 Latin American
countries showed a significant improvement in antimicrobial
use when more comprehensive Antimicrobial Stewardship
Programs were available.” Furthermore, prevention of
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antimicrobial drugs-related toxicity should also be a potential
benefit of ASP, mainly with vancomycin, aminoglycosides
and voriconazole.” However, despite these data, the first
nationwide survey involving 957 Brazilian Adult ICUs found
that 52.5 % of these hospitals still do not have ASPs in ICUs.*
In response to these challenges, a task force was created in
Brazil to promote ASPs. The initiative is a national collabora-
tion including infectious disease specialists, microbiologists,
pharmacists, and specialists in Value-Based Healthcare
(VBHC) to promote the responsible use of antimicrobial
agents. Our collaborative is committed to the principles of
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VBHC,” a concept of four value-pillars: (i) Technical Value (i.e.,
best possible outcomes with available resources, and
expressed in Porter’s Value Equation, (ii) Personal Value, (i.e.,
appropriate care and how well the outcomes achieved relates
to the goals of individuals); (iii) Allocative value (i.e., equitable
resource distribution), (iv) Societal Value (i.e., contribution of
healthcare to society as a whole). This broader concept of
VBHC is of utmost importance in countries, such as Brazil, to
reduce health inequities. The Brazilian Collaborative on Anti-
microbial Stewardship unifies the debate across different
medical societies and key professionals on the topic of anti-
microbial management in Brazil, while it leverages the reach
of actions in relation to what members could achieve individ-
ually. In conclusion, we hope that our efforts will inspire
other low- and middle-income countries that seek to follow
and contribute to the global effort of ASP-VBHC implementa-
tion, and to the reduction of AMR and the environmental trag-
edy that is unfolding. Our goal with this learning collaborative
is to offer comprehensive and safe care through continuous
value improvement and the adoption of a culture of steward-
ship.
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