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Primary care physicians and infectious  
diseases’ notification
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Systematicλ reportingλofλ infectiousλdiseasesλbyλ

healthλworkersλandλlaboratoriesλprovidesλbasicλ

dataλneededλforλevaluatingλpublicλhealthλconj

ditions.1λPrimaryλcareλphysiciansλ(nλ=λ277)λinj

volvedλ inλ routineλ infectiousλdiseaseλ reportingλ

wereλ involvedλ inλ thisλ studyλ aimingλ toλ deterj

mineλtheirλattitudesλtowardsλinfectiousλdiseaseλ

reportingλandλtoλmeasureλtheirλmedicalλknowlj

edge,λwhichλisλimportantλforλinfectiousλdiseaseλ

notiication.λ Mostλ ofλ theλ incorrectλ answersλ

towardsλ knowledgeλ onλ diagnosesλ registeredλ

inλ Autonomousλ Provinceλ ofλ Vojvodinaλ inλ theλ

previousλ yearλ wereλ relatedλ toλ tetanusλ (61.0%λ

incorrectλ answersλ –λ examineesλ thoughtλ theλ

diseaseλwasλnotλnotiiedλinλtheλpreviousλyearλatλ

all);λpsittacosisλ(59.2%);λQλfeverλ(56.1%);λhemj

orrhagicλ feverλ withλ renalλ syndromeλ (54.1%);λ

brucellosisλ(44.0%);λandλleptospirosisλ(38.4%).λ

Allλ ofλ theseλ diseasesλ areλ zoonosisλ andλ allλ ofλ

themλrequireλhospitalizationλandλcanλbeλ fatal.λ

Lyme’sλdiseaseλisλwidespreadλinλAPλVojvodina.λ

Yet,λ14.4%λofλphysiciansλwereλnotλawareλofλtheλ

prevalenceλ ofλ Lyme’sλ disease.λ Withλ regardsλ toλ

unregisteredλinfectiousλdiseasesλinλtheλAPλVoj

jvodinaλinλtheλpreviousλyearλ(andλinλmanyλcases,λ

evenλdecadesλback),λtheλmostλincorrectλanswersλ

wereλrelatedλ toλmeaslesλ (41.5%)λandλpertussisλ

(19.1%).λhereλwasλaλsingleλcaseλofλmeaslesλrej

portedλinλtheλAPλVojvodinaλsinceλ2000λwithλtheλ

exceptionλofλtheλmeaslesλoutbreakλinλ2007λ(22λ

cases).λ Casesλ ofλ pertussisλ areλ diagnosedλ veryλ

rarelyλandλnotλeveryλyear.λOnλtheλotherλhand,λitλ

mustλbeλmentionedλthatλmoreλthanλ8%λofλphyj

siciansλthoughtλthatλdiphtheriaλwasλstillλpresentλ

inλVojvodinaλ(itλwasλeliminatedλinλ1976),λandλ

aboutλ5%λofλphysiciansλthoughtλhumanλrabiesλ

wasλstillλpresentλinλVojvodinaλ(wasλeliminatedλ

inλ1964).heλworstλresultsλforλfamiliarityλwithλ

diseasesλ thatλ requireλ mandatoryλ reportingλ

wereλobtainedλforλcongenitalλrubellaλsyndromeλ

(40.1%λ ofλ incorrectλ answers),λ followedλ byλ

streptococcalλ pneumonia,λ diseasesλ causedλλ

byλ H. inluenzae,λ lambliasis,λ andλ abdominalλλ

typhus.λ Closerλ collaborationλ andλ improvedλ

communicationλbetweenλpublicλhealthλoicialsλ

andλ primaryλ healthλ physicians,λ andλ theλ apj

pointmentλofλpersonnelλdedicatedλtoλtheλnotij

icationλandλreportingλofλinfectiousλdiseasesλinλ

additionλtoλimprovedλtrainingλofλprimaryλcareλ

physiciansλ couldλ advanceλ infectiousλ diseaseλ

reportingλandλ thusλ increaseλ infectiousλdiseaseλ

surveillance.2,3,4
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