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DuetoitsconcernaboutthefutureofBrazilianscientiicjournalsafternewcriteriawereadopted
bytheQUALISsystemofCAPES(BrazilianFederalAgencyfortheImprovementofHigherEdu-
cation),theBrazilianMedicalAssociation(AssociaçãoMédicaBrasileira–AMB)hasheldseveral
meetingsatitsheadquartersinSãoPaulotodiscussthismatter.EditorsofthemainBrazilian
medicaljournals,directorsoftheBrazilianAssociationofScientiicEditors(AssociaçãoBrasileira
deEditoresCientíicos–ABEC),andcoordinatorsoftheareasMedicineIIandMedicineIIIof
CAPESexchangedinformationandcameoutwithproposalsaimedatimprovingtheevaluation
processofBrazilianscientiicjournalsbythenewQUALISsystemofCAPES.Theclassiication
ofthescientiicproductionaccordingtoQUALISsystemwillbeoneofthemainitemsofthe
three-yearevaluationofgraduateprograms.SincemostscientiicarticlespublishedinBrazilian
journalsareproducedwithingraduateprogramssupportedbyCAPES, itwasvery important
toinetunethespeechandmakesurethatallthepartiesinvolvedspeakthesamelanguage.The
editorsof scientiic journalsare fearful that thenewcriteriaadoptedbyCAPESmaycreatea
subgroupofjournalsexclusivelybasedontheISIImpactFactor.Thepreviouscriterionrecom-
mendedanimpactfactorof1asacutoffpoint.Recently,someBrazilianjournalshaveachieved
thisgoalafterputtingagreatloadofeffortintoit.However,inadditiontoconsideringonlythe
impactfactor,thenewcriteriaestablishedmuchhighercutoffpoints.Ifthismeasureisadopted,
Brazilian journalswillbedespisedbygraduateacademicadvisorsandstudents–whoarethe
mainproducersofscienceinBrazil–thuscreatingaviciouscyclewithinwhichBrazilianjournals
willhardlysurvive.

ProfessorJoãoPereiraLeitespokeonbehalfofCAPES.Inadditiontobeingthecoordinator
oftheareaMedicineII,heisalsothecurrentrepresentativeofthehealthareaintheTechnical
ScientiicCouncil,whichisthemaindepartmentofCAPES.Duringoneofthemeetings,profes-
sorLeiteprovidedadetailedexplanationabout thecriteriaadopted for three-yearevaluation
andtheirimpactonBraziliangraduateprograms.Healsoexplainedthat,infaceoftheevident
improvementofthequalityofgraduateprograms,itwasnecessarytoincreasethecutoffpointor
theseparationpointinordertobetterdifferentiatetheseprogramsandclassifythemintermsof
theirqualitylevel.Basedondatafromthegraduateprograms–collectedusingthedatacollection
systemofCAPES–itwasfoundthatmanyprogramshadmorethan50%(someofthemeven
had80%)oftheirscientiicproductionpublishedinjournalsclassiiedathigherlevelsoftheclas-
siicationscale.Onitsturn,CAPESdecidedtocreatealargernumberoflevelswiththepurpose
ofreclassifyingtheBrazilian journals.Adecreasingscalebasedonthe impact factorhasbeen
suggested:A1,A2,B1,B2,B3,B4,B5,andC.Inaddition,CAPESalsocreatedanequivalencefac-
toraccordingtowhichthenumberofarticlespublishedinjournalsbelongingtothelowerlevels
ofthescalewouldbeequivalenttoasmallernumberofarticlespublishedinjournalsbelonging
tothehigherlevelsoftheclassiicationscale.Therefore,forexample,foracertainarea,2articles
B1wouldbeequivalentto1.2articleA1;1articleB1+1articleA2wouldbeequivalentto1.4
articleA1;3articlesB2wouldbeequivalentto1.2articleA1.AccordingtoprofessorLeite,“Such
equivalencewouldbringbeneitsforjournalswithdifferentqualiicationlevels.”ProfessorLeite
alsoinformedthatthenewclassiicationsystemwasdesignedbasedonthemedianofthejour-
nals’impactfactorprovidedbytheJournalCitationReports(JCR)andcalculatedeveryyearby
theISIWebofKnowledge.AlistofjournalsincludingeachareaofCAPESwasmadetocalculate
themedian.Themedianforeachareawasbasedonthislistandontherespectiveimpactfactors;
then,anewclassiicationsystemrangingfromA1toCwascreated.
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TheeditorsremindedprofessorLeitethatthethree-yearevaluationprocessofCAPESwould
causearelativedisagreementforthereclassiicationofthejournals,sinceseveralBrazilianjournals
willhavetheirimpactfactorincreasedorpublishedfortheirsttimeduring2010,mainlythosethat
havejustbeenindexedintheISI.Inaddition,thesejournalswouldhavetowaitforthreeyearsto
changetheirclassiicationinthenewQUALIS!Anotheraspectthatwasquestionedbytheeditorsis
relatedtothechoiceoftheimpactfactorpublishedbytheJCRastheONLYanduniversalindexto
assessthequalityofthejournals.Thereisahighstandarddeviationintheimpactfactorsofdiffer-
entjournals.Certainly,thatisthereasonwhyCAPESusedthemedianoftheseindexestoanalyze
thescientiicproductionofgraduateprograms.Actually,accordingtothiscriterion,somemedical
specialties,suchasthoserelatedtosurgery,havetheirbestjournalswithalowerimpactfactor,which
mightresultinabiasthatcouldbeextremelyunfavorableforthem.

BoththeeditorsandCAPESagreethatvaluingtheBrazilianjournalsisimportantfortheBrazil-
ianscientiicgrowthanddevelopment.Withthepurposeofkeepingandstimulatingthisvirtuous
cycle,itisnecessarytopromoteandfosterthecitationofarticlespublishedbyBrazilianauthors,in-
tensifytheeffortsofeditors,reviewersandauthorstoincreasethequalityofthearticlesand,onthe
otherhand,makesurethatthegovernmentalagencies,especiallyCAPESandCNPq,providesup-
portforthemanagementoftheinancialresourcesandqualitativeclassiicationofthejournals.

Theresultsofthesediscussionswerepresentedinseveralmeetingsattendedbyeditors,coordi-
natorsofgraduateprogramsandresearchers,andnewsuggestionsweremade.Theideasdescribed
belowwillbeusedastheconclusionofthiseditorialand,atthesametime,wehopethattheyserve
asanimportanttooltoconvincetheagenciestochangethecriteriaofjournalclassiicationinthe
QUALISsystemofCAPES.Oursuggestionsareasfollows:

• The qualitative analysis of the Brazilian journals should be reassessed and it should not include 

only the Impact Factor published by the JCR;

• Thespecificcharacteristicsofeachareaofinterestoreachspecialtyshouldbetakenintoconsid-
eration and respected;

• TheBrazilianpublishingindustry, incontrastwithwhathappensinothercountrieswhereit
isfinancedbyprivateinvestors,isfinanciallysupportedbypublicandprivateuniversitiesand
scientificassociations;

• Brazilianjournalsneedtoreceivemoresupportandstimuli,whichmaybeprovidedas:financial
remunerationforeditors,financialsupportforjournals,greatervisibilityfornationaljournals
abroad,moreobjectiveandencompassingcriteriaforthequalitativeclassification,andsupport
based on the performance of each journal;

• Supportfortheinternationalizationofscientificjournalsbyfosteringtheprofessionalizationof
the editorial process and promotion of the journals in other countries;

• ContinuousupdateofthejournalclassificationsystemwithinthenewQUALISwithnoneedto
waitforthethree-yearperiodofassessment;

•  Participation of scientific associations (ABEC,AMB, among others) in the decision-making
processregardingtheQUALISsystemofCAPES;

• Strongstimulationofcitationsdirectlyinthesourceofscientificproduction,thatis,graduatepro-
grams(forinstance,recommendingthatgraduateprogramsclassifiedas6or7),inadditiontobeing
requiredtohaveapercentageofarticlespublishedinjournalswithhighimpactfactor,shouldalso
haveapercentageofarticlespublishedinBrazilianjournals.Thismeasureincludesbothendsofthe
scientificproduction,sinceyoungandfutureresearchersbegintheircareerspublishinginnational
journalsunderthesupervisionofexperiencedresearchers.

Inconclusion,toshowitsagreementwithallthesemeasuresanditsconcernwiththeconse-
quencesofthenewQUALISofCAPESandotherevaluationproceduresofjournals,ABECdevoted
threedaystotheforumoftheareasduringitslastNationalMeetingofScientiicEditors,whichwas
heldinNovember2009.Duringthismeeting,membersofthestaffofCAPESandeditorsofallthe
areasofscientiicknowledgeheldlongdiscussionsonthistopicandcameupwiththesuggestion
oftheForum of the Areas Guidelines of the 12th National Meeting of Scientifi c Editors – 2009,
whichwillbetimelysenttoalltheBraziliansponsoringagencies,whichshouldbedoneperiodically
becausethisisacontinuousprocess.


